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People of Note  
JUSTIN HUTCHESON 

The expression ‘a born farmer’ very aptly describes 
Justin Hutcheson. The only thing he ever wanted 
since, as a small boy spending holidays with his 
grandfather Eric Atkinson, was to be a farmer. ‘It is 
in my blood’, he exclaims with a smile. ‘He is a carbon 
copy of his grandpa’, says grandma Erica. She is very 
proud of her grandson and delighted that he is 
‘managing exceptionally well’. 
Justin grew up on a plot, the youngest of five. Every 
moment that he could, he spent with his grandfather 
on Keartheric Estates. 

 
This interesting, Celtic-sounding farm title is best 
explained by Justin’s widowed grandmother, Erica. 

Atkinson, first giving a bit of background to the 
story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erica Fleming’s dad was mayor of Johannesburg and 
she grew up a city girl. She met Eric Atkinson in 1949 
and they were married in 1953. 
Her father Keith, her uncle Arthur and husband Eric 
first hired and then bought this farm, hence the 
fusion of their names: Keartheric. When Eric and Erica 
started farming, there was nothing, no trees, no 
houses. She, however, loved the unsophisticated 
farm life. She delivered eggs with an old Isuzu bakkie 
to dr. Nana, the Lambats, at Everite, as well as all the 
small Indian shops on the way to Johannesburg. 
Eventually the Atkinsons turned their attention to 
dairy farming, acquiring dairy equipment and Jersey 
cows. When Justin, son of their daughter Patricia, 
was in standard 8, he was farming together with 
grandfather Eric and his brothers. In 2004 he went 
working for Simon Lavery, across the road, who is a 
bigger dairy farmer to gain experience. He played 
cricket in Manchester in the UK and returned home 
to farm in earnest. 
Justin got married to Sophia seven years ago and they 
have two kids. Farming is hard work, up at 4:30 in 
the morning and busy until late. You are on standby 
at all hours and there is not much chance for 
holidays. It is, though, a very rewarding life. There are 
very few family-driven farms. You have to get bigger 
or sell out. Justin currently has 300 milking cows and 
grows most of the feed on the farm. 

 
Sitting on the stone wall of the milking kraal, Justin 
remarks with a smile: ‘no traffic’. 
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1970 MEMORIAL DAY 
In honour of the 1970 Bus Accident, the Daleside 
Volunteers held a Sports Activity day on the 29th and 
30th of January.  
 At two o’clock on Friday afternoon, the twenty-four 
hour spinning marathon started. Three spinning 
teams participated, with six people per team. Crowds 
of people supported cyclists throughout the twenty-
four hours. Cheers and applauses were heard 
whenever exhaustion started showing on the faces. 
Even the cold night air did not dampen the 
determination to finish the goal. The photo bellow is 
of André Nortje, a team member of the Green Powa 
team.

 
The countdown started when there were 20 seconds 
left on the clock and every team gave the last bit of 
energy left in them. The winning team did 723 
kilometres in total. 
  While the spinning was in full throttle on Friday 
night, all the badminton players got together to enjoy 
friendly mixed doubles. André Erasmus and Esmè 
Steyn beat the other teams, both from Daleside.  On 
Saturday, the badminton took on a more serious 
note, and they played for a winner. After many tense 
games, Jethro, who lives in Henley-on-Klip, won the 
championship. 
  Saturday morning at eight o’clock the jog lovers 
enjoyed a 5km run. Many people rather took a brisk 
walk to burn down the calories. Quite a few children 
joined in the jog and surprised many people with 
their inexhaustible energy. The winner finished the 
5km within twenty-three minutes.  

 

  After the jog, it was time for the bodybuilders to 
bench press for three and a half hours to see which 
team could do the most. Three teams participated 
with seven people per team. Sweat broke out on 
every participant’s face, and shakes were carried back 
and forth to boost their energy. The team spirit 
encouraged the endurance for whoever got tired and 
felt discouraged. The winning team did 5,773 
presses!!Impressive!      

 
  After all the activities ended, spectators, supporters 
and participants gathered inside the Gym for the 
medals to be awarded to all the winners. Snapshots 
were taken and applauses were heard as the winning 
teams were announced. Firehouse Gym is proud of 
every single one who passed by the Gym during the 
weekend to lend a helping and supportive hand. We 
are astonished at how many people emerged from 
their homes and lives to stop at the Gym for a few 
hours to prove that they are available when needed. 
  A special thanks to the following:  The DA for all 
they have donated, Nature’s Choice for their 
donations, and Keatheric Estate for their donations. 
 A special thanks to all the helpers who were faithful 
throughout the whole weekend, especially late at 
night, and to Angie Albutt who stayed awake the 
entire twenty-four hours with the spinners to keep 
everything intact. 
Last, but definitely not least, thank you to all the 
participants. Without you, the competition could not 
have happened. You made the weekend possible! 
Thank you!  
GOOD READS 
Informed book reviews brought to you by 
members of the Afrikaans Leeskring, meeting 
every second Thursday of the month at the 
Randvaal Library. 
Tess Gerritsen: Stolen.  Two people meet while 
breaking into a house for different reasons. Clea 
witnessed a crime and is trying to prove it, while 
Jordan is a proper British gentlemen feeling obligated 
to help Clea. It is a story full of mystery and intrigue. 
It also has a lighter tone and a touch of 
romance.  Interesting reading until the end. 
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HOW TO PRUNE – OR NOT TO PRUNE 
Driving past where 
Business Enterprises 
(Pty) Ltd was pruning 
trees on behalf of 
ESKOM, a Daleside 
resident noticed this 
poor tree, one side so 
badly pruned so that 
the left half of the tree 
seemed not to have a 
chance of recovering 
after the way it was 

indiscriminately 
mangled. On closer 
inspection, it became 

clear that the owner was not consulted before the 
workers commenced with their pruning. This specific 
side of Kroonarend Street is one of the more 
beautiful sidewalks in Daleside because of the way 
residents have 
planted decorative 
shrubs and trees a 
long time before any 
trees graced our 
sidewalks. After 
explaining the 
damage to the tree 
and the way it could 
be fixed, a sensible, 
friendly young man 
bearing the uniform 
of Business Enterprises 
(Pty) Ltd gave an 
order to correct the 
faulty pruning, to the 
effect that the tree looks better and has a better 
chance of survival. We truly hope that this 
subcontractor will in future make sure their staff 
attend a course on ‘How to prune and not to prune’, 
before sending their team out to do ESKOM’s 
bidding. It became clear that they also do not know 
the difference between indigenous trees like Karee 
and invader trees like the Wild Syringa. 
If ESKOM needs to preserve its power cables by 
trimming the big sidewalk trees threatening the 
cables, why not rather prune than mangle? On asking 
the young man in charge of the pruning what he 
thought the purpose was of the trees planted on the 
sidewalk, he implied that he did not have an inkling 
why they were planted there. The resident then tried 
to explain that the trees were planted for aesthetic 
reasons: ‘To look nice’. This seemed to be a puzzling 
thought. 
 

This unfortunate peppercorn tree was ‘pruned’ to a 
mutilated stump which can never recover. Why not 
just totally cut it down instead of leaving this poor 

tree specimen, 
indiscriminately 

scarring our village’s 
most beautiful 
sidewalk? 
Trees give us life. 
They absorb 
carbohydrates and 
release oxygen into 
the air. Plant a tree 
and save lives. Trees 
also change the 
atmosphere and 
even influence the 
temperature and the 
climate.  

Plant a tree and make a difference. 
 

 
 
 
 

It is impossible to live pleasantly  
without living wisely and well and justly;  

and it is impossible to live well  
and wisely and justly  

without living pleasantly  
EPICURUS, Sovran Maxims 

RIDDLES OLD AND NEW 
1. What has Eighty-eight keys but can’t open a 

single door? 
2. What has a neck but no head?  
3. A monkey, a squirrel, and a bird are racing to 

the top of a coconut tree. Who will get the 
banana first, the monkey, the squirrel, or the 
bird? 

 

I think that I shall never see 
A billboard lovely as a tree. 
Perhaps, unless the billboards fall, 
I’ll never see a tree at all. 

Ogden Nash 

 
IN MEMORIAM 

Trevor Evans is op 28 Januarie 2016 ongeveer om 
18:30 oorlede in ‘n kop-aan-kop botsing op die 
R59 met sy motorfiets. Hy was 49 jaar oud. 
Trevor was ‘n gereelde besoeker aan Randvaal 
Biblioteek. ‘n Aangename persoon wat ander met 
respek behandel het. Hy was ‘n groot liefhebber 
van motorfietse. 
Trevor was op ‘n manier deel van Randvaal 
Biblioteek se Leeskring – met ons maandelikse 
byeenkomste was hy altyd bereid om ‘n foto van 
ons groepie te neem. 
Dis met leedwese wat ons afskeid neem van hom. 

Rita Otto 
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GEDENK BYEENKOMS 30 Januarie 2016 

Aan die einde van die pret-en sportdag, is ŉ 
byeenkoms by Highbury House gehou. 

 
Wynand Engelbrecht het ŉ pragtige inleiding gegee 
deur oor die belangrikheid te praat van helde wat 
nagevolg kan word. Johan le Roux was so ŉ held wat 
sy eie veiligheid en gerief opgeoffer het om ander 
eerste te stel. Marguelette, Dawie Louw se dogter, 
kon onthou met hoeveel wonderwerke die maak van 
die film ‘Henley-on-Klip’ gepaard gegaan het. Hulle 
as gesin het elke jaar die busramp van 1970 herdenk 
en daaruit het die gedagte van die maak van die film 
gespruit. Mense kon die dvd agterna koop en dis weer 
beskikbaar vir diegene wat belangstel. Dawie Louw 
het die gedig wat hy oor sy boesemvriend, Johan le 
Roux, geskryf het, voorgelees. Wynand Stapelberg 
het sy herinneringe aan oom Flip en tannie Judith 
Wiegand se seun Heinrich, wat saam met sy broertjie 
Abraham in die ramp omgekom het, vertel.  
Op die foto is Wynand met die hoed, agter hom oom Flip 
Wiegand en sy vrou, en heel regs Leon Kirchner 

 
Midvaal speaker Freddie Peters het gepraat en 
verskeie mense het spontaan opgestaan en van hulle 
herinneringe met die gehoor gedeel. Die 
Voortrekkers het die Voortrekkerlied gesing en 
daarna het die mense saam gekuier om die 
verversings wat goedgunstiglik deur Dewald Marais 
geborg is. 
Gaan besoek gerus die gedenktuin by Highbury 
House en lees die hele verhaal. Dankie aan almal wat 
ons help om te onthou. 
 

ŉ Nasie sonder helde is ŉ nasie sonder ŉ toekoms 
Marya Mannes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS, LETTERS, SUGGESTIONS 

Readers are welcome to submit letters, articles, 
adverts and suggestions to the Editor via e-mail 
charlotte.s@telkomsa.net or phone 016 365-5432. 
The V-News is distributed to post boxes at Daleside 
Post Office, Firehouse Gym and Library. V-News 
can be viewed in colour on our website 
www.dalesidevolunteers.co.za   
 
 
 

 
 

V-NEWS is distributed for free by 
 the Daleside Volunteers.  

To join as a volunteer,  
sms the Volunteer Number 

 083 776 2129 
(this number cannot be phoned) 
Printed in Walkerville by T Scott 

 

Eye test – R250 
(FREE UV sunglass or Cleaning Kit with every test) 

 

Single Vision Package – R550 

Bifocal Package – R950 

Multifocal Package – R1400 

 

All packages include a frame from a selected range  
and two clear lenses 

 

FREE Drivers licence screenings for a 
driver licence certificate at 

10h30 & 14h00 daily 
Other times normal fee of R20 

Bring your ID 

 

Furnished bedrooms to rent in Daleside 

Communal bathroom, kitchen, lounge and dining room 

Singles and mature couples preferably 
From R2000 per month 

No children, pets or alcohol 
Phone our Office during office hours  

082 873 5400 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AL DOORS & CABINETS 
Manufacturers of thermo foil / wrap doors. 

AL Doors & Cabinets is a wrap door supplier that offers 
you a wide array of colours and door styles to choose 
from. No matter the size of the project, we will be able 
to assist you. 
72-1 Bokmakierie Street, Daleside. 
Tel/fax: 016 365 5508  
email:leonkirchner@absamail.co.za 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWERS TO RIDDLES 
1. A Piano 
2. A bottle 
3. None of them, because you can’t get a banana 

from a coconut tree! 

mailto:charlotte.s@telkomsa.net
http://www.dalesidevolunteers.co.za/
http://www.timbercityvaal.co.za/wrapdoor_colours.php
http://www.timbercityvaal.co.za/wrapdoor_shapes.php
mailto:leonkirchner@absamail.co.za

